
 
November 30th, 2025 

MEL Council 

MEL NEWS VOL. 92 (ENGLISH EDITION) 
 
 
Dear MEL Partners: 

 
  The 30th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (COP30) was held in Belém, Brazil, in a difficult situation where the world 
cannot become a monolith. Although we do not have more information than media 
reports, despite the efforts of President Lula of Brazil, who chairs, the adoption of an 
agreement document that does not include "moving away from fossil fuels," which was 
the focus, strongly impressed the harmful effects of world division. Considering the 
seriousness of the ongoing climate change, we cannot overlook the situation in each 
country. 
  At the milestone of 10 years since the adoption of the Paris Agreement, the average 
global temperature exceeds the Paris Agreement target, and there was an incident in 
which a fire broke out at the venue, and we were unable to fully discuss it, but I take it as 
a disappointing result. 
 
1． International standardization 
The GSSI Board of Directors met on November 13, and in the absence of the CEO (Ihle's 

step down was reported in MEL News last month), several board members 
① It is necessary to appoint a successor CEO who is familiar with the fisheries eco-

label system and GSSI's benchmarking tools. 
② GSSI's ability to perform its duties has declined, and concerns about a shortage of 

human resources were pointed out. 
As the Board of Directors, it seems that it has not shown clear steps to improve the 
current situation and has been postponed to the next discussion in Barcelona. 
The delayed Monitoring of Continued Alignment (MOCA) for MEL will also be carried 
over until next year. As the MEL Council, there is no particular harm to delaying, so we 
will wait and see. 

However, the MEL Council regards the current situation of GSSI as an extremely 
serious situation, and will explore what kind of cooperation can be provided from the 
scheme owner side while working with CSI, which has expressed its full support for 
GSSI's benchmarking process. 
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2． Certification Validation 
This month, there were 6 certifications: 1 aquaculture and 5 CoCs. 
 
 
3． Report from the certification holder 
  This month, we received a report from Chijun Maruyama of Shineimaru, who is 

working on the latest oyster farming in Saeki Bay, Oita Prefecture. 
 
"Aiming to be a strong company based on MEL certification" 
LLC Shineimaru 
Assistant to the President Chijun Maruyama 

My company name is Shineimaru, who runs an oyster farming business in Saeki City, 
Oita Prefecture. Saiki Bay in Oita Prefecture has long been rich in marine resources, there 
is a first-class river nearby, and the growth of shellfish is very fast, so we incorporated it 
in 2016 and started full-scale oyster farming.  

In the nutrient-rich sea of Oonyu Island, where mountain water flows in, we cultivate 
it using the overseas flip farm method. Our brand oysters "Oonyujima Oyster" are long-
lived oysters with delicate but muscular texture, and thanks to this, we have been 
receiving more inquiries from Japan and abroad, and we are steadily increasing 
shipments. (Expected shipments in FY2025: 800,000 indivisuals) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reason why we obtained MEL certification this time was the voice of overseas 

buyers. Since this year, we have been actively participating in exhibitions by not only 
expanding domestic sales but also expanding overseas exports. At that time, overseas 
customers always ask whether or not there is certification. This is also an important 
prerequisite for starting business with overseas, and although we have a track record 
and trust in Japan customers, we are keenly aware that we need a "title," so to speak for 
overseas. 

Fish farm in Saeki Bay, Oita Oonyujima Oyster 
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First of all, with the goal of obtaining certification in Japan, we have come to this MEL 
certification initiative. When I sorted out the elements and documents required for 
certification, many of them were already in place, and I was relieved in a way that there 
was no major discrepancy in the current aquaculture process itself. I felt that what I had 
been working ended up being in line with the content of MEL. 

After obtaining the MEL, I think that the expected effect is that first of all, externally, 
(certification) will be an advantage in business negotiations with overseas customers, 
and even if there is a country risk, we will have the strength to communicate our quality 
and the axis of our efforts without wavering. On the other hand, internally, we expect 
that being a MEL-certified company will lead to confidence and pride in the efforts we 
have made, which will lead to increased motivation for work. 

Assuming that there will be unpredictable environmental changes and risks in the 
future, it is an essential issue common to the world to make the use of limited marine 
products and resources effective, and for this reason, I believe that it is important to 
operate the aquaculture business within a certain system. 

Through the acquisition of MEL certification and its continuous activities, we will 
"visualize" internal initiatives, and promote rule-making and standardization as an 
opportunity to aim for a strong management business. We hope that our contribution 
will be useful to you. 

 
Thank you, Mr. Maruyama. While the flip farm method has not yet become widely 

used in Japan, I would like to pay tribute to Shineimaru's active efforts. Please take 
advantage of MEL and spread the results of your efforts to oyster lovers around the world. 
 
4． Column of the person involved 
  Following the series "Thinking about Fishery Certification" and "Recommendations for 
Revitalizing Coastal Fisheries," we also asked Professor Masashi Maita, Vice President of 
Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology, to write about aquaculture. 
 
 "Aquaculture production and eco-label certification" 
Masashi Maita 
Vice President, Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology 

               

  Japan has a long history of aquaculture production and has a stable supply of marine 
products to consumers. The global awareness of the benefits of eating fish for human 
health and its efficiency as an animal protein source compared to livestock animals, 
coupled with the spread of Japanese food, is increasing the demand for seafood 
products. As a result, the decline of natural fishery resources due to overfishing is 
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becoming recognized as a major issue. It can be 
said that replacing the decline in natural fishery 
resources and providing a stable supply of seafood 
products is a major significance of aquaculture 
production, and global aquaculture production is 
increasing year by year in response to the decline 
in natural catches. On the other hand, Japan's 
aquaculture production is flat or on a downward 
trend. We believe that building a sustainable 
aquaculture production system is an important 
task for us to fulfill our mission of aquaculture 
production to provide consumers with a stable 
supply of seafood products through the 
production of diverse and high-quality farmed fish.  
  There are three elements that are essential for 
aquaculture production. Those are "water," 

"seeds," and "feed." When I studied aquaculture more than 40 years ago, the above 
three elements were mentioned at the beginning as "What are the three essential 
elements of aquaculture?" All of these three factors are limiting factors for aquaculture 
production, and you can understand that aquaculture production cannot be achieved 
without even one of them. "Water" refers to water suitable for aquaculture production, 
"seeds" refers to seeds and seedlings, and "feed" refers to the feed given to farmed fin 
and shell fish.  

    I think that we have the perception that various current events will last forever, and 
that we are conducting various activities on the premise that they will last forever. 
However, I think we have seen many things that will never last forever. At the same time, 
there are many examples of how it takes a lot of effort and time to restore something 
that has been lost. Looking at the environment surrounding aquaculture production in 
recent years, I believe that the possibility that the three elements of aquaculture 
production will fall into a crisis situation cannot be ruled out. Yellowtail and red sea 
bream were the first to be farmed, and they have since become widespread in inland 
bay areas. In the 1970s, although domestic wastewater and factory wastewater around 
large cities were affected, aquaculture production has suffered great damage, such as a 
decline in growth rate due to self-contamination, disease epidemics, and mass deaths 
due to red tides and lack of oxygen. Self-contamination is caused by the deposition of 
excrement and feed residues of farmed animals that exceed the purification capacity of 
nature and deteriorates water quality and bottom quality, which has led to strict scrutiny 
of aquaculture production. At that time, mainly minced fish and fillet were fed as bait, 

Tokyo University of Marine Science 

and Technology, Vice President 

Masashi Maita 



5 

 

but it was pointed out that 90% of the feed fed flowed into the sea area based on the 
energy conversion efficiency, causing organic matter pollution in the sea area and 
sediment. Since then, self-contamination has been curbed by the spread of moist pellets 
and solid compound feed, as well as restrictions on breeding density.  
   Yellowtail still uses natural fry as aquaculture seedlings, but due to the advancement 
of artificial seedling production technology such as red snapper, flounder, and tiger 
pufferfish, the number of fish species using artificial seedlings as aquaculture seedlings 
is increasing. Yellowtail is currently at a high level of resource and can be used as natural 
seedlings, but it is impossible to say whether this can be used forever or as it is now. 
  Needless to say, aquaculture production has been supported by inexpensive high-
catch fish such as sardines. However, in recent years, the catch of high-catch fish such as 
sardines has been declining, and considering that fishmeal, which is the main source of 
protein in compound feed, is also a raw material for these high-catch fish, the problem 
of "feed" is not small. 
  Thus, all three essential elements of aquaculture production are vulnerable, and in 
order for aquaculture production to be sustainable, they must be replaced with 
sustainable methods before recovery is difficult. I hope that you will understand that 
eco-label certification objectively evaluates efforts to deal with these measures and 
allows a third party to approve appropriate efforts.  
 
  Thank you very much, Dr. Maita. As aquaculture technology evolves year by year and 
changes into a complex industry, it was very refreshing to hear that the three elements 
essential for aquaculture were pointed out again. In order to harmonize with the global 
trend, we have adopted restrictions on the use of moist pellets in the revision of MEL's 
aquaculture certification standard, but some businesses are difficult to respond, and we 
hope that MEL will be useful in growing the aquaculture industry in Japan under the 
guidance of Dr. Maita. 
 
5． MEL Council Board of Directors held 
  On November 25, the MEL Council Board of Directors was held. The Board of Directors 
has been a regular board of directors since the ordinary general assembly on June 24, 
and the work report for the first half of the fiscal year was the main agenda item, but 
unexpected events occurred for the MEL Council, and it was decided to deliberate on 
proposals to deal with them. 
  The first is that due to the sudden death of Senior Executive Managing Director 
Hidenori Nagaoka, there is currently a vacancy for the MEL Council as an executive 
director, and we ask for approval to hold an extraordinary general meeting and board of 
directors (both in writing) to fill the vacancy. In addition, the late Executive Director 
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Nagaoka was appointed as the chair of the Standards Committees as the executive 
director of the Japan Fisheries Association, so his successor was appointed. 
  The second is the revision of the requirements for certification bodies in order to deal 
with unexpected misconducts in MEL certification. The first case is a violation of the 
Fisheries Act in fisheries certification, and the second case is a case of improper labeling 
against the Food Labeling Act in CoC certification. 
  For cases where it is judged that there is a serious risk related to the credibility of MEL 
certification and there is highly reliable information from a public institution, the 
requirements will be revised so that the certification body can suspend the certification 
only by proving non-compliance with the certification requirements. MEL certification is 
a "shared property" established through the efforts of the parties involved in the nine 
years since its inception, and it is a revision of the requirements for certification bodies 
to protect its credibility. This revision is within the scope of FAO guidelines, GSSI 
benchmarking tools, and ISO regulations, and has been approved by the Board despite 
various indications. Details will be posted on the MEL Council website above the written 
text, so we ask for your continued understanding and support for MEL. 
  In addition, the handling of the two cases that caused the misconducts will be decided 
after deliberating on the audit reports of the extraordinary audits prepared by the 
certification body based on the revision of the requirements for the certification body. 
 
6.   Dr. Katoh explained MEL at a seminar for prefectural officials in agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries. 
  At the request of the Japan Fisheries Resources Conservation Association, Secretary 
General Katoh gave an explanation of MEL at the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Liaison Council (Norisukai) held on November 4. Most of the attendees were 
from agriculture and three from fisheries, but many of them said that they learned about 
MEL for the first time, and he recognized the challenges of MEL penetrating outside of 
the fisheries industry. 

 
・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 
 
The fall of sports, a spectacular World Series that will remain in the memory and 

record of baseball history, ended with a dramatic victory for the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
MLB is also a place where the multinational players shine. Among them, the 

performance of the Japanese players was a bit miraculous. It was a series that gave me 
courage to remember the words of Jackie Robinson, who became the first African 
American player (a bit controversial) in MLB, which has excluded black players for many 
years, "The opposite of the impossible is not possible, it is a challenge." 
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  I felt once again that the fisheries industry, which suffers from various factors, wants 
to continue to take on challenges like MLB players. 
  Ahead of the important ending of the year, I wish you all good health and success. 
 
 
 
 
MEL Certified Products of the month: Boiled Whitebait (Shirasu) 
Certified entities: Shimajisuisan Co., Ltd. 
 
MEL Council Secretariat 
Nittochi Uchisaiwaicho Bldg. 3F, 1-2-1 Uchisaiwaicho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0011 Japan 
URL: https://melj.jp/eng/   Email: info@melj.jp 
 
 


